The Council of Catholic School Parents (CCSP) is recognised by the NSW Institute of Teachers as an endorsed provider of professional development for teachers, schools staff, and school executives.
Workshops and seminars can be scheduled for your staff meetings, information evenings, full days or as part of a larger event like a conference or professional development day.
The CCSP has a team of experienced presenters, who are experts in the field of parent engagement and who are regular conference presenters and facilitators.
To enquire or schedule a workshop please contact the CCSP on This module familiarises participants with the evidence base that shows the significant difference between parent involvement and parent engagement, and the importance of parent engagement in raising student achievement, improved student wellbeing and better school environments.
The module fills a gap in pre--service support for graduate teachers who say "I know parents are important but how can we work better together to support the learning of students?" and supports school executive staff who struggle with "How can we build a learning culture/ community in our school where all members including parent, family and community are recognised and valued?"
The session addresses the importance of parents, families and communities supporting their children's learning and the teacher's role in encouraging this.
It provides the rationale with extensive research that shows that parent engagement is vital for the achievement of students. This module familiarises participants with the evidence base that shows the benefits and flow-on effects of effectively engaging parents and community.
The module takes participants through a process of exploring the current state of parent engagement at their school to determine the level of authentic parent engagement in policy and practice. Participants are then assisted to craft the appropriate level of strategies to effectively engage families and community at their school. This is achieved by exploring the variety of tools available for this purpose such as surveys and other matrices that are already available for schools to employ in their own setting.
It takes participants through the various levels of 'real' engagement explaining the rationale and offering concrete strategies for advancing along the continuum from involvement to engagement. Interaction with other participants adds to the overall experience and capacity of the group. A variety of different scenarios are practiced to equip staff with the skills required to deal with emotionally charged o r complex situations with parents (e.g. formal parent/teacher meetings and informal and potentially inappropriate times for engaging with parents about their child's learning).
The importance of good data collection and communication to parents is the focus of this session with practical strategies for designing appropriate tools and understanding the data that emerges in order to build stronger school communities.
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